
Election of a Verderer 
for the 

Forest of Dean
Wednesday 15th February 2017 at 11am in

Gloucester Cathedral

CANDIDATE

RICHARD DANIELS MBE



What is a 
Verderer?
There are four 
Verderers, an order 
that traces its 
origins to Norman 
times. 

They meet in the 
Verderers Court in 
Speech House.

They were 
established to 
administer Forest 
Law, introduced to 
provide for beasts 
of the forest, in 
particular deer and 
boar, and for the 
protection of their 
habitat. 

The earliest 
allusion to 
Verderers in Dean 
is in 1216; the 
earliest named are 
those in 1221.

The Verderers  play 
a vital role in the 
protection of the 
Forest.

Click here for
Verderers web site

Speech House - where the Verderers sit

Who can vote?
The election of a verderer follows 
medieval custom: a show of hands by the 
freeholders of Gloucestershire attending 
a hearing arranged by the High Sheriff. 
People living in Gloucester City cannot 
vote as they are covered by a different 
royal charter.

Use your vote
You can only vote in person

Wednesday 15th February 11am 
Gloucester Cathedral
Voters must arrive with ample time to be 
able to register to vote before the hearing 
begins at 11am. To be eligible to vote you 
must own freehold land or property in the 
County, except the city of Gloucester. 



Rich Daniels was born at the Dilke Memorial Hospital in 
Cinderford. He has lived in the Forest all his life despite having 
travelled widely in the UK and abroad.  

Rich has a deep love for the Dean and an understanding of the 
complexities of the Forest. He appreciates the significant challenge 
of maintaining a vibrant healthy working Forest, providing timber, 
a place for nature, wildlife and recreation.

Rich has devoted a lot of time to Forest matters and treasures 
its heritage, history and dialect. He knows how the Forest and 
community are inextricably linked. He earns his living working as a 
Freeminer and runs Hopewell Colliery Museum. Rich is Chairman 
of the Royal Forest of Dean Freeminers Association. 

Rich chairs Hands Off Our Forest, better know as HOOF.  With the 
people of the Forest, HOOF successfully averted the latest attempt 
to sell the Forest of Dean and other public Forests. HOOF continues 
to campaign for public ownership and our Forest’s security. For his 
services to the Forest of Dean and to UK forestry Rich was recently 
awarded an MBE.

RICHARD DANIELS



Rich’s pledge to the people of the Forest
The role of Verderer is an ancient one and over the centuries has 
strongly contributed to the fact that we still have our Forest for all to 
enjoy.
Verderers must be strong individuals who are not afraid to stand 
for the protection and care of our Forest, both forested and open-
ground. Today, challenges to our Forest are no less and perhaps 
more than those of the past.
There have been three attempts to sell or dispose of our Forest in 
the last thirty years. The pressure of development and housing is 
squeezing our Forest as never before. This is despite legislation that 
should be protecting it.
There are many who would see our Forest sold off, split up, 
developed, built upon and over commercialised.  In so doing 
destroying the very thing that makes our Forest such a wonderful 
and special place.
If our Forest is to flourish we must elect Verderers who will protect 
it for all people, for nature and for forestry.  They must have vision 



for the future whilst appreciating and understanding our heritage 
and traditions.
I work everyday in the heart of the Forest and observe the working 
of the Forest in all its aspects. This gives me a sound overview of 
the activities that make up both use and administration of the Forest 
including regular contact with Forestry Commission across all levels 
and departments.  
With such pressures and uncertainty 
surrounding the Forest and the Forestry 
Commission, the Verderers provide much 
needed and vital continuity and knowledge.
I believe passionately that the Forest and 
our community are inextricably linked. 
Should you wish me to serve I will make 
my commitment to steadfastly do so 
independently and be guided in my task, 
as always, by the people of the Forest, their 
concerns and wishes.

Richard Daniels MBE
Rich addressing the big HOOF 

demonstration at Speech House



“Richard Daniels is a true 
champion of the Forest of Dean, 
and his expertise and passion is 
recognised nationally. When the 
Government was planning to 
sell off the Public Forest Estate, 
Rich was a catalyst for action, 
not only in the Forest of Dean, 
but throughout the country. 
He is a powerful advocate 
who had a strong influence on 
the Report of the Independent 
Panel on Forestry. Rich is a 
proud forester who understands 
the traditions and culture of 
the forest as well as the need 
for sound management. I can 
think of no better person to 
undertake the important role of 
Verderer, working together with 
his colleagues to protect and 
safeguard the beautiful Forest of 
Dean.
Baroness Jan Royall of Blaisdon

“

”

Jan Royall with Rich Daniels at one of the
many HOOF protests

I will be seconding Richard in 
the election of Verderer. I have 
known him for many years and 
know how committed he is to 
the protection of the Forest of 
Dean. Richard’s commitment 
to the Forest has even been 
recognised by the Government 
with an MBE. 
As chairman 
of HOOF 
and the 
Freeminers’ 
Association, 
Richard’s 
experience, 
knowledge 
and 
commitment 
to the Forest 
of Dean in 
all its variety, is clear; it is the 
reason he will make an ideal 
Verderer, helping to guide the 
future management of the Forest.  

Jon Wright
Director, Clearwell Caves

” Rich outside his free mine



Free travel to Gloucester Cathedral
Rich and his friends have arranged a free coach to take 
people to Gloucester Cathedral in order to cast their vote. 
The coach pick-up points are below or by arrangement on 
route:

9.00  Cinderford, Coop Bus Station
9.15  Coleford The Angel in Market Place
9.30  Lydney Bus Station
Returning at the end of the event.

Please book seats in advance by registering here:
REGISTER HERE

or call Cheryl Mayo on 01594  510533 or 
email richdaniels4verderer@gmail.com

Every vote will count
Please come and support Rich

Rich Daniels, 
 Fairview, Blakeney Hill,
  Blakeney, Glos GL15 4BT


